0132-9
Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2010/07/26 : CIA-RDP90-00552R00030357

so7ICTE APPEARED
»‘-' - 2
oy TAGH &a__——

0132-9
Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2010/07/26 : CIA-RDP90-00552R00030357

Hill Panel Votes

Information Act

- A Senate Judiciary subcommittee
_yestérday approved changes in the

“ Orrin G. Hatch (R-Utah) voted 3 to
"1 for a series of changes to the 15-

. cized as burdensome and expensive
. by various governmental agencies.

THE WASHINGTON POST
15 December 1981

Bill to Restrict

- STAT

| Assoctated Press

Freedom of Information Act to make
it easier for the Central Intelligence
‘Agency- or Defense Department to.

. keep some information secret on na-

tional security grounds. )
. The subcommittae headed by Sen.

year-old law, which has been criti-

- The amendments approved yes-

- terday would let a government agen-
"Cy Teject a request that it decides

might disclose the identity of a con-

fidential source or information pro-

vided by the source. :
Information that might “endanger

- the life or physical safety of any nat-

“ural person” could be kept secret.

Government officials could keep

- secret. any information on investiga-

tions of terrorism or orzanized crime,
In addition, the government could

: charge fees to businesses and people
., Who seek information for commercial
* .purposes: Agencies would drop the

. fees for informa;ion intended for

- public use. -

-~ Sen..Patrick Leahy (D-Vt.), who!

- voted against the amendments, said |

- the fees themselves will “become an!
 obstacle to obtairing information.” |

. Teuirements for responding to FOIA }
- requesis and limit access to some

The changes would ease time|

* information on out-of-court settle-

t

ments between.govemment lawyersi

and private business,

Under the subcommittee proposal, |

. @ judge would have to find that a
 decision. to keep information secret

.- was “arbitrary and capricious.”
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